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RESPONSE #27 - LETTER
Tom Jackson Committee for a Better Santa Rosa (November. 24, 1998)

Comment Response
Number
27-A The Traffic Analysis Report prepared for the Committee for a Better Santa Rosa

by the TJKM Transportation Consultants indicates that an increase of 40% traffic
will occur on the Santa Rosa Avenue off-ramp during construction.  The report
states that the freeway would have reduced 10-foot lanes.  It also  states that as
a result of the reduction, there will be a major diversion of traffic from the
freeway.

See response to 8-B.

27-B See Response to 27-A

27-C The proposed widening/extension of northbound Santa Rosa Avenue includes
two left-turn lanes and one right-turn lane with signal controls.  Using the
Highway Capacity manual methodology, analyses indicate the proposed off-ramp
intersection would operate at LOS B and should have adequate storage length to
accommodate the off-ramp traffic demands.

27-D Caltrans will make every effort to preserve existing highway planting.  The
environmental document calls for tree replacement for those trees that have to
be removed.  In addition, soundwalls will be planted with vines both to soften
and enhance their appearance and to deter graffiti.  It is Caltrans’ policy to use
reclaimed water for irrigation purposes where it is available.  An assessment for
reclaimed water used will be included in the project report for the highway
planting project that will follow highway construction.

Caltrans will study utilizing Santa Rosa tertiary-treated wastewater for irrigation
of freeway plantings.

27-E See response to 10-B

27-F At the Santa Rosa Avenue off-ramp, signalization is included in the proposed
project; signalization, however, at the intersection of Santa Rosa Avenue and
Mountain View Road is not.  Proposing signalization at the Santa Rosa
Avenue/Mountain View Road intersection should be brought to the attention of
the Sonoma County Transportation Authority.  If the existing traffic conditions
meet the specifications, the County may consider traffic signal installation since
this area is under their jurisdiction.

27-G See response to 27-D

Soundwalls are Caltrans’ only means of noise mitigation per rules and regulations
of State and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), and soundwalls are built in
areas that require noise mitigation, as required by law.  Presently vines are
proposed on the soundwalls; space permitting, new trees will be planted in front
of the walls as well.
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RESPONSE #27 - LETTER

Tom Jackson Committee for a Better Santa Rosa (October 12, 1998)

Comment Response
Number
27-H See response to 27-A

27-I See response to 27-A

27-J The proposed northbound Santa Rosa Avenue off-ramp will not be operating at
level of service F.  Using Highway Capacity Manual methodology, analyses
indicate the proposed Santa Rosa Avenue off-ramp intersection would operate at
LOS B and will have adequate storage length to accommodate the off-ramp
traffic demands.

The proposed project includes widening a portion of Santa Rosa Avenue North of
this off-ramp to provide two lanes in each direction.  The existing left-turn pocket
will be removed, and a median island will take its place preventing motorists
from making left turns onto the overcrossing (a safety issue).  After the
overcrossing, Santa Rosa Avenue will taper from the two lanes in each direction
to the existing one lane in each direction.

27-K The widening of Route 101 would more likely mitigate local street traffic growth
than contribute to it.  The request for widening Santa Rosa Avenue should be
brought to the attention of the Sonoma County.


